Quote:
	Originally Posted by jpapg 

I've seen your post concerning the audio upgrade in the new Z4. Great selection of hardware and painful job. http://bmwfans.info/parts/catalog/E89/ INCLUDEPICTURE "http://e89.zpost.com/forums/images/smilies/clap.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


I plan to do exactly the same thing. Installation of an aftermarket amp in the original position, speaker replacement and no sub option. 

I have some practical questions: 

1. How did U remove the trim? Did U find information from the TIS ? As far as I know the new TIS covering the new E89, hasn't surfaced yet ... at least in ebay.

This was the hardest part. Used this link  to view pictures of the various trim parts and connectors, which helped me guess how to remove. Trim/coverings in the trunk were easy... everything is held in place using "push rivets". Hardest was the getting the interior trim behind the seat off. I originally thought I would try to "fish" the wires through without removing some trim parts, but in the end I decided to do it right and remove everything. At one point I had most of the interior trim removed. Roll bar covers were hard... the back of which simply needs to be pulled off. The link shows the parts removed which helps you figure out where to pull. Once off I actually had them painted to match the car (Jet Black). One of the few design elements I did not like. Black car, blak interior, dark wood trim, and silver roll bar covers (and only the back to top it off). Only thing I had to replace were the door sill connectors on one side. Still not sure how to get these off without break any of the connectors.

2. Did U make any trim modifications in order to install the new speakers ? Do they fit OK ? 

Base speakers in the kick panels fit great without any modification. Used longer screws with oversized washers to hold them in place. Mids in the doors were smaller than the OEM speakers. Used the OEM speakers as a template and cut a 1/4" masonite (hradboard) mount with a smaller hole into which the new mids fit. Tweeters were an exact fit in the door pillars which are set up for speakers but of course nothing beind the grill.

3. Why did U run new cable to the speakers ? Isn't the factory installed cable sufficient ?

Had to run new wire from the amp to all the speakers. Thought about running the wire from the amp to the back of the radio, and then using the factory wire from there. But, there is only one factory wire from there to the bass and mid (never found the factory crossover where this splits), and I needed three wires from my new crossover to the new bass, mid and tweeter. As for the rear speaker, easier to run straight from the amp to these. Added benefit is that factory wiring and connectors are all in place should I decided to resplice the wires behind the radio and reinstall the OEM speakers.

4. Did U use the WDS to locate the cables and their locations ? No WDS exists for the E89, as far as I know. 

Nope. Speaker wire colors were determined by simply pulling each OEM speaker and looking at the color of the wire feeding it. Common was just that, common color to all speakers. Amp power was the thin black wire... figured this out looking at other BMW wiring diagrams.

5. Where's the best point to cut the speaker wires and run 'em to the amp ? 

Did this right behind the radio. Plenty of room back there if you don't have the nav system. I actually then ran the wires down the middle, after taking off all the trim work. If I had to do again I probably would have ran them down the left side of the car under the door sill / carpet (opposite side from the power cable running from trunk to engine). Down the center was clean, just had to remove more trim work.

6. Where the hell is the factory location for the amp ? I haven't been able to locate it yet. I own the car for 3 weeks. [image: image1.png]


Did U use any custom made support bracket to secure the amp ? 

Remove the trim panel on the back wall of the trunk. Large cavity on the right side. I made a board which attached to existing mount points, which in turn the amp was mounted to.

7. What cable did U use for the acc on/off signal ? As stated above, small gauge black wire. It can be deceiving. There is a significant delay between shutting down the car and radio and the amp shutting off. This is intentional and avoids short cycling of the amp if you hpppen to turn the radio off and then on again.

8. Do U have any pictures or any DIY guide for this job. (That'd be great [image: image2.png]


) 

Sorry, when it was all said and done I realized just how beneficial it would have been if I had taken pictures along the way.

Please reply. I really want to make this mod.


